FALL Newsletter 2018

Feeding the hungry of South Maui since 1991

Above: We’re off to a
festive fall season!
Left: Team Hale Kau Kau is
blessed to serve: Administrative Assistant Tashana Kelly,
Program Director Claudine
San Nicolas, Full-time and
Lead Cook Robert Rodriguez,
and Weekend Cook Colleen
Rogers. Below: Thank you to
the Wailea Beach Resort,
Marriott, Maui for providing
a monthly meal to those we
serve.

How blessed we are!
We may not have the brown and bright orange leaves falling
around here, but we are uplifted at Hale Kau Kau by those
who cherish and carry out our motto to feed with
compassion and aloha.
The fall season opened with hustle and bustle at St. Theresa
Church and Hale Kau Kau where we welcomed military
personnel who brought no-cost health care to thousands of
residents throughout the island. In a partnership with the
state, county and Maui community, we played host to our
military visitors by giving them a place to sleep, and then
thanked them at the end of their work with a festive
Hawaiian luau.
We’re super grateful for the blessings received from monthly
feasts prepared by Chef Scott Higa, and the staff of Wailea
Beach Resort, Marriott Maui, who joined us in serving at the
window. Our 2018 fall season partners have included the
Kihei-Wailea Rotary Club, whose members spruced up our
dinner tables and benches with new paint; staff at Maui
Recovery Center, and the HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union in
Kihei, who give one day a month to assist in the kitchen and
deliver meals.
Our fall fundraising season has stepped out in the right
direction with our 3rd Annual Stomp Out Hunger 5K run and
one-mile walk led by Advisory Board Secretary Dr. Mary
Trotto; and the Mulligans Golf Tournament, hosted by Mike
O’Dwyer of Mulligans Restaurant in Wailea. In between in all,
we are ever thankful for donations of all kinds from five
bucks to $5,000.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Planning for our February 9, 2019, annual Dinner and
Auction, has begun.
Please save the date and look out for our invitation to join us
in sharing the love at Hale Kau Kau. God bless.

The Executive Director’s Message
Dear Hale Kau Kau Faithful,
Thank you, thank you so much for all the blessings you’ve given in time, talent
and treasure to Hale Kau Kau. Because of you, we are entering our 27 th straight
year of feeding the homebound, the homeless and the hungry of South Maui, with
lots of energy and enthusiasm.
While we accomplished much this year with an upgraded parish hall and kitchen,
support for no-cost resident health care at Tropic Care Maui 2018, and raising
$220,000-plus during the annual dinner auction, there is always more to do. Our
community's needs are great, and we must continually pray to ask God for
strength and perseverance. We serve God when we do His work.
I believe it's a testament to our volunteers and staff that – despite the approach of
not one, but two hurricanes in August and September – Hale Kau Kau carried on
with serving meals at the kitchen window, and delivering dinners to the frail, sick,
disabled and elderly residents of South Maui. Several homebound clients
expressed sincere surprise that we delivered their meals, early or on time, despite
the threat of tropical storm-force winds and heavy rain. Hale Kau Kau has served
1.5 million meals and counting in its 27 years of existence.
It's been said you can never say “thank you” enough, but words alone fall short of
expressing how much we truly appreciate our Hale Kau Kau volunteers, donors
and supporters. Without you, we would never be able to accomplish our mission
of alleviating hunger in South Maui by “feeding with compassion and
aloha.”
With prayerful best wishes, I remain,
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Above: Rev. Msgr. Terrence Watanabe (far right)
congratulates the Fairmont Kea Lani team for winning
the Corporate Challenge at the 2018 Stomp Out Hunger
fundraiser. Below: Robert Rodriguez is assisted by the
staff of HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union Kihei
employees while Colleen Rogers is often accompanied
by Naomi, Debbie and Flo.

The New Hale Kau Kau Team
Rev. Msgr. Terrence Watanabe
Executive Director

I left a career of telling stories to seize the
opportunity to tell just a few, maybe even just one.
The one and only story I tell these days is the one
that comes alive at Hale Kau Kau, a feeding
ministry and soup kitchen here at St. Theresa
Church in Kihei, Maui. It’s where generosity is
exemplified in people like Naomi and Andy, Debbie
and Susan, Flo and “Murph,” and so many others
who regularly devote their time and energy to support our mission to alleviate hunger in South Maui.
Hale Kau Kau’s where we deliver to homebound
residents like Harry (not his real name), who lives
with Alzheimer’s and smiles every, single time we
hand him his dinner, and to Lou and her regular
buddy, MJ, who wait at our window exactly a
half-hour before service so they can be among the
first to eat and talk story every night.
After nearly one year in service, I’m overwhelmed
by how much people care that others have food to
eat. I’ll be forever grateful for mentors like Brenda,
and Dr. Mary, who model for me what it means to
carry out a life of compassion and aloha.
At Hale Kau Kau, we humbly serve this community
with a staff of one full-time and friendly cook,
Robert. He’s backed up by Colleen, a woman who
cooks with love on Fridays and Saturdays. Hale Kau
Kau’s team is rounded out with administrative assistant Tashana, who also coordinates volunteers,
and Carmelo, providing on-site security.
Since day one last December, I’ve been invigorated
by the challenge to feed with compassion and
aloha, to ensure that the one meal each and every
person is served each night, feeds their stomach
and hopefully, their soul.
Thank you for all the love and support.

Claudine San Nicolas
Program Director
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Hale Kau Kau Events Highlight
Stomp Out Hunger

Did you say Hale Kau Kau?!?
Dr. Mary Trotto, our
Hale Kau Kau Advisory
Board Secretary and
Fundraising Chair,
congratulates one of the
youngest entrants at this
year’s Stomp Out Hunger
5K run and 1-mile walk
event.
Mahalo to all who
support our daily goal of
feeding South Maui’s
home bound, homeless
and hungry. Dr. Mary was also recognized as one of
the top three fundraisers at the 2018 Maui Hotel &
Lodging Association Charity Walk. Hale Kau Kau
garnered more than $50,000 from the May 2018
event.

Rotary Club of Kihei-Wailea

Hale Kau Kau
Mission
Statement
To alleviate hunger by
providing nutritious meals to
the hungry and homebound
in a safe,
loving and supportive
environment
Volunteer Driver & Daughter
Hale Kau Kau volunteer driver Al Inzano and his daughter, Sharon
Inzano, were amongst supporters who came out in droves for Stomp
Out Hunger, our first fundraiser of the fall season.

Tropic Care 2018
Tropic Care Maui 2018
Hale Kau Kau volunteers and St. Theresa Church parishioners were
amongst the many who supported Tropic Care Maui, a Department of
Defense initiative to give military personnel training in providing
no-cost health care. We assisted through 10 days of clinic hours and
then celebrated their work with a Hawaiian luau.

Dining in Style
Our dining benches and tables were painted and
re-painted in September by members of the
Kihei-Wailea Rotary Club. Thanks to Rotarian Karin
Carlson, a Hale Kau Kau Advisory Board member,
who rallied her fellow Rotarians to spruce up our
dining area.

Safety Comes First
Thank you to Chef Dean Louie for
guiding Hale Kau Kau cooks
Robert Rodriguez and Colleen
Rogers, and Program Director
Claudine San Nicolas through an
updated ServSafe Certification
course. We look forward to more
training in the future.

Feeding the hungry of South Maui since 1991
If you want to become a volunteer or make
a donation of money, goods or services,
please contact the
Hale Kau Kau office at:

875-8754

Chef Stacy Conery gives the shaka over the homemade bread
she baked for our home bound clients and window guests.

fax: 875-4674
e: halekaukau@rcchawaii.org
Visit our kitchen and office:
25 W. Lipoa Street, Kihei, Hi 96753
website: www.halekaukau.org

